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Dear Editor
We read with interest the recent article published by Seo et al. [1] in your journal. In order to define the pattern of hepatitis A incidence based on area characteristics, the authors performed a study using data from the registered national population of Korea and the national health insurance between 2004 and 2008. Among 73 459 individuals who had acute hepatitis A virus (HAV) infection, the incidence rates of HAV were 15.6 (per 100 000) in 2004 and the rate increased to 61.7 (per 100 000) in 2008 [1] . HAV infection is a major problem worldwide involving 10 million people each year. It is known as a self-limited, acute disease that usually spreads through oral-fecal routes [2] . Thanks to improvements in socioeconomic and sanitary conditions in many countries, its epidemiology has been changing through decades, but an important question remains about 
